PROBABLE PASSAGE

(A before reading strategy from Subjects Matter by Harvey Daniels)
DESCRIPTION: 

The teacher selects a set of 8 to 12 key terms from the text to be read. Working in small groups, students place the terms in categories the teacher has previously established.  After placing in categories students write a “gist statement,” which they predict will summarize the reading. Finally, they list things they hope to discover as a result of words they didn’t understand or questions that were inspired by the process.

WHY USE IT?

This activity takes some time, but addresses many important mental strategies for good reading. It leads students to use their prior knowledge, focuses on important vocabulary, and uses prediction to build active thinking about a topic before reading. Predicting helps readers become conscious of their expectations and how reading either fulfills or surprises them—important aspect of learning. The activity gets students talking in small groups in a carefully organized way. It helps them become conscious of the structure of a story, argument, or explanation. And finally, the “to discover” step helps set purposes for students’ reading.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT?

1.Choose 8 to 12 key words, so they invoke the main elements or ideas  in the reading. Similarly, the categories for labeling these words depend on the subject and kind of writing to be studied. Categories for a news article on the spread of disease, SARS, could be: PROBLEM, SETTING, CAUSES, PEOPLE, SOLUTIONS, UNKNOWN WORDS.
2.Model the strategy first, with a group of words on a topic in your subject, thinking aloud so the students will understand what is involved.

3.Provide a few key directions: The “unknown words” category is only for terms the group does not know. Tell students whether you want them to use all the words in their gist statement, or only a certain proportion. Explain that if their gist statement doesn’t match the reading there is nothing wrong—but it does show that their expectations and the reading differed, and that’s important to realize.

4.When the reading is completed, return to the “discover” lists to see which questions were answered and which were not.
